CATHRINE SOPHIA SIMMONS FOX

My grandmother Cathrine Sophia Simmons Fox was the daughter of Henry Simmons and Cathrine Davies Simmons.  She was born the 7 July 1850 in London England. As a very young child her parents embraced the Gospel of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and the family left England Monday Feb. 18, 1856 on the ship "Caravan" and sailed for America. The family at that time consisted of Henry and Cathrine Davies Simmons and their daughter Margaret, Annie and Cathrine, who was always called Kitty. She was a beautiful little girl, golden curls and blue eyes, but she had contracted the dreaded disease tuberculosis. Many would lift the golden curls and admire the dainty child and say "She was never meant for this world". When her parents, for the Gospel sake were leaving England her Grandmother said that the bottom of the Ocean was the only "land of Zion", little Kitty would ever see. But how wrong she was.

The Ocean Voyage and the hand cart journey across the plains proved to be her salvation. They arrived in New York U.S.A. 27 Mar. 1856.

She, with her parents and sisters left the Missouri River 19 June 1856 with the Hand cart company led by Israel Evans. Being just 6 years old, and having to walk, her beautiful hair became wind-tossed and the dainty skin became sun scorched. She would get so weary that she slept by the road side and would be picked up by travelers who were coming later in the company, but when they got into Indian country the Indians tried to buy her, she was so sweet. Their parents had to watch her carefully that the Indians did not steal her. She passed thru all the hardships of crossing the plains of foot and they arrived in Salt Lake City 19 Sept 1856.  Her parents located in Lehi where she resided the rest of her life. That was only 9 years after the first pioneers entered Salt Lake Valley.

She was baptized July 8, 1858 into the Church of Jesus Christ of Later Day Saints.

She grew to young womanhood and on 31 May 1869 she married Isaac Wilson Fox. To this union was born three sons and four daughters, My mother Margaret Ann, born 3 Apr. 1870, Mary Ellen, born 1 Mar 1872, Jesse Washington, born 22 Feb. 1874, Lucy, born 29 Sept. 1875, Eli, born 28 Dec. 1876, Sarah, born 12 Nov 1878, Joseph Roy, born 23 Sept 1880.

Grandmother worked very very hard. She learned to weave carpet and did this work for many people. She took in washing, cared for the sick. When people were able to buy carpet from the store, Grandmother was hired to sew the strips of carpet together to cover the floor. She did this beautifully. Later she took care of Aunty Fox Margaret Ann Slim Fox (Grandfathers first wife) until she passed away and also a lady we called Aunt Charlette Taylor.

Grandfather (Isaac Wilson Fox) passed away on 11 of June 1908 in the same month that he would have been 90 years old.

Grandmother had no schooling at all as a girl, but after her family was grown she learned to read and write very well. She did a great amount of Temple and research work and had a wonderful record book that she had written herself.  It was a. real test of work and study and determination.

About the year 1910 Grandmother sold her home to her son Joseph Roy and built a little home in the east part of Lehi, just close by our home, How she loved this little home. Soon after moving to this home she fell ill to a lingering illness and on the 11 Feb. 1915 she passed away, leaving a large posterity and a host of friends to mourn her passing.

Grandmother was a sweet loving woman always ready to help any one who needed her.

