Rulon Lincoln Russon

by Margaret Russon

Rulon Lincoln Russon was born May 17 1903 in Lehi Utah.  He was the 7th child of 10 children born to Enoch Russon and Mary Elizabeth Tame Russon. He had 5 brothers and 4 sisters, Pearl, Wilford, Joseph, Della, Reva, Lillian, Jess, and Elmo. The first baby Enoch Franklin died as a baby. Rulon's early school days were spent in Sego school And he attended Sunday School and Primary in the old bank building which was later converted into the Lehi Hospital. He was baptized by his father in Comer pond on May 17 1911. He worked with his father and brothers on their family farm until he completed his education.

When Rulon was 4 years old his-father was called on a.mission to Great Brittian.

One day as he was walking to school, as he cut thru the fields, he was attacted and badly bitten by a dog, owned by Franklin Smith,

He made many trips with his father to cut fire wood for winter, One time they had set up their camp in some trees and retired for the night. His father awakeded everyone and told them they would have to move their camp away from the trees, They did as their father had told them to do and went back to sleep. Later in the night a terrible storm came up, lightening struck the trees and one big tree fell right where they had moved from. Sometimes , in the winter they would take a wagon and team of horses and travel across Utah Lake on the ice to get wood. It must of frozen much harder in those days to travel on the ice across the lake.

In 1924 Rulon received a call to serve a mission to England. He traveled there on a ship.  In those days the missionaries would serve in the missionfield without purse or script. Rulon enjoyed his mission very much. He had an opportunity to teach a family by the name of Burrell. One of the children, Wilfred came to Salt Lake to settle, married and raised a family, Rulon's grandaughter, Gail Woffinden, met and married Craig Burrell, Wilfred Burrell's son. Rulon had two wonderful mission presidents, David 0 McKay and James E Talmage. Years later when Elder McKay was a apostle he met Rulon on the street in Salt Lake.  He walked up to Rulon and called him by name and asked how he was doing.

In 1926 Rulon returned from his mission and was employed by Utah Woolen Mills. He did so selling the goods up thru the north west that the company gave him a bonus. He took the money and bought a motel A ford roadster with a rumble seat on the back, it was his pride and joy,. He loved to dance and go to parties. It was at this time that he visited the telephone office to make a call and met an attractive young lady by the name of Margaret LaLita Clark.  They dated for about a year and were married on November 18, 1929 in the Salt Lake Temple, When they were first married they lived in Bacchus Utah where Rulon was employed by the Bacchus powder plant, It was while they were living in Bacchus that their first two children were born, Donna LaLita and Rulon VeNile.  Both children however were born in Lehi Utah, Donna at the hospital and VeNile at Grandma Clark's house,

Later on the family moved to Lehi and purchased a small home on Wall Street, It was while they lived here that their third child was born, They named him Glade Clark Russon. While mother and baby were in the hospital, the family moved to Vineyard Utah, so mother and baby came home to a new home. Rulon operated the J 0 Stone Dairy farm. Later the family moved down by Utah Lake to work on the Chris Barbaccus farm.

The Family then moved back to Lehi, on Wall Street, and Rulon got a job at the Remmington small arms plant in Salt Lake City, where he helped make shells for World War two.

Steel.

United States came along at that time and built the Geneva steel plant. Rulon got a job at the steel mill where he work for 25 years.

Rulon had many kinds of jobs during his Life. At one time he worked for Bingham mine at the Garfield Smelter.  During- the depression he worked in the onion fields for a dollar a day,  He also worked on JoBilly Smith's Ranch in Nevada where he received 2 dollars a day for harvesting hay, Utah woolen Mills and Geneva Steel.

Their last child, Kent, LaVar was borri on Feb 4 1943,

Grandpa Rulon was blessed with 14 grandchildren whom he loved very much.

Rulon learned the value of hard work early in his life, His motto was to "do an honest day's work for a honest days pay"  He taught-his children this principle and was a living example of it.

He had many narrow escaped during his life.  While he worked at the Garfield Shelter he was caught between two ore cars and nearly crushed. At Stones farm he was jerked from the top of a load of hay when the run away teem of horses broke the double tree (the part that connected them to the tongue of the wagon). He fell forward striking his chest on the wagon tongue as he hit the ground. Later in his life this fall caused him to develope a tumor under his rib and he spent a year in and out of the hospitals. He had one operation after another, He would walk the floor at night in such pain.  Then after-the 7th operation and part of his rib taken out he got well. While at the Bingham Mind, his father came to visit him, telling him he should come home, He wanted to get his last afternoon shift for the week but his father said no, you must leave right now, So he did as his father wanted him to do and that very afternoon there was a cave in killing his partner he would have been working with.  At Geneva Steel he fell into a pit head first.  Another worker had to jump down in and pull him up out of the sludge or he would have drowned. He was unconscious for a week, and was never well after that time.

June 1 1978 Rulon suffered a stroke. From that time until his death on Feb 20 1979 he suffered greatly and struggled to stay alive, His wonderful wife stood by his side and comforted him in every way she could. He spent several months in a care center. Mother would go there and sit beside his bed every day from morning till night. Then the last 2 months of his life she took him and took care of him herself.

Rulon was a wonderful Husband, Father and Grandfather.

He was a devoted member of the church. Besides the mission he served in England, he served a 2 year mission in Lehi Stake. He held the office of a High Priest and was a home teacher in the First, Fourth and Fifth wards in Lehi Utah,

Rulon and Lita were married for 49 years.  They were happily married and truly devoted to each other.

The greatest blessing that can be bestowed on a person is to be born of goodly parents.

Rulon Lincoln Russon has left a great heritage for his children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren and all of us who follow.

CHILDREN

DONNA LALITA RUSSON WOFFINDEN (MYRVEN LEO)

RULON VENILE RUSSON (MYRA JONES)

GLADE CLARK RUSSON (RHONDA PRICE)

KENT LAVAR RUSSON (MARCIA EVANS)

GRANDCHILDREN

GAIL WOFFINDEN (CRAIG BURRELL)

JAY W0FFINDEN (LINDA CUSTER) (BOBBI THOMPSON)

JANET D WOFFINDEN (ALAN RHODES)

KARALEE  WOFFINDEN (DORAN WILDE)

MARK R WOFFINDEN (CAROLYN ASHTON)

TONY RUSSON (KIM ALDEN CUNNINGHAM)

KAREN RUSSON (JOEY NEFF)

MICHAEL RUSSON (TERRI LYNN KEELE)

VICKI RUSSON (GUY SORENS0N)

COLLETTE RUSSON (RICHARD JENSEN)

RANDY RUSSON ( DORINDA CYPHERS)

RYAN RUSSON

MELANIE RUSSON (DAVID MILLS)

ROBERT SCOTT RUSSON

