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Myrtle Luella Smith Woffinden was born July 24, 1893 in Lehi, Utah. She was the third child of seven, and the first daughter born to John Franklin and Sarah Yates Smith. She recalled being told that at the time of her birth the music of the Lehi Silver Hand could be heard. She was greeted by two older brothers and later joined with then in greeting two additional brothers and two sisters.

Grandma was born with a strong back bone for work and a sense of humor. As a child she worked very hard herding cows, morning and night, to Christofferson Creek, and helping to get the chickens ready for the two day trip to Salt Lake to sell them.

Grandma was educated through the eighth grade in Lehi and walked to school every morning. Because of the many chores she had to do before leaving for school, she often arrived late. On one occasion the principal asked her why she was late so much of the time. Her reply was "Because for every two steps forward, I take one step backwards."

On September 1, 1912 she married Thomas Woffinden in Salt Lake City. Her gold wedding band was made from a twenty dollar gold piece grandpa had found. They made Lehi their home for the first few years of their marriage and were blessed with seven children, five sons and two daughters.

Grandma had no fear of anyone or anything. In the late 1920's a bi-wing airplane came to Lehi giving rides. Grandma won a ride on the plane and because grandpa refused to go with her, she found another lady to take the ride with her. The landing strip was an unlevel pasture among the sage brush near the Lehi Roller Mills.

She loved to travel and visit. All you had to say was let's go and she was putting a hat on and out the door. She traveled many times to various states to visit with her son Ray and daughter DeEtta. Her last outing was on the 8th of August this year when she attended the Woffinden family reunion.

In 1928 grandpa took his family to Spanish Fork to live and they called this home for many years. Grandma was taught to be charitable by her mother, when the indians would come begging for food her mother always provided for them. Grandma learned her lesson well because while living near the railroad tracks in Spanish Fork the hobos left a marker on the cattle guard telling those who followed that she would feed them. The high points of grandma's life was assisting the doctors as a midwife. She considered every birth to be a miracle. She would spend several days in the home caring for the mother and new baby.

Her beautiful hand work was loved by all, each grandchild was given a crocheted bib and a receiving blanket with a crocheted edge for their own children. She made delicious homemade bread and her children thought it quite a treat served hot with jam.

The family moved back to Lehi in 1946, where grandma lived until 1979 when she moved to the Hale's rest home in Spanish Fork.

Grandma had a great love for her children and family, especially the new babies. At every family gathering she had someone count to see how many children and grandchildren were there. She always had a deep concern for her children, not only as they were growing but after they made homes of their own. She loved her grandchildren and great-grandchildren and they could always find a cookie and a mint at her house. She spent much of her time during the last few years calling her children and grandchildren

