Life Story of Thomas Woffinden 

Thomas Woffinden was born on October 13, 1891, in Hoyland Common Yorkshire, England, to Walter and Mary Jane Denton Woffinden. The family emigrated to Lehi April 22, 1893. There were Walter and Mary Jane and Children, Horace, Mary Elizabeth, Sarah Ellen and little Thomas. Two children were born in America, Walter and Clara. A brother, John, died before they left England. 

The family traveled on a ship and landed at Jersey. They boarded the train and sped away on their journey. They changed trains in Chicago and traveled to Kansas City and on across the prairie. His father told him about seeing a lot of dead horses and cows and little animals called prairie dogs. When they crossed the Rocky Mountains the train stopped and everyone got out and threw snow balls at each other. They arrived in Salt Lake and then traveled to Lehi where they made their home. 

Thomas's father worked at the Lehi Sugar Factory as the family grew. 

Tommy, he was sometimes called, enjoyed playing with his brothers and sisters. 

His mother was blessed with the gift of speaking in tongues. She would get up in church and speak in the language of Adam. When she did this Tommy was very embarrassed and would climb under the bench. Sometimes he would ask her if she was going to get up and speak and if she was he wasn't going to church. Tom and his brother Walter were very close and had good times together. 

When Tom was 21 years old he met and married Myrtle Luella Smith September 1, 1912 in Salt Lake City. They were sealed in the Salt Lake Temple January 14, 1914. Thomas worked at the Lehi Sugar Factory. 

They were blessed with 7 children. Lita May, Howard, Ennis Smith, Ray Stanley, DeEtta, Myrven Leo were born in Lehi and Walter Richard in Spanish Fork where the family had moved so Thomas could work at the Sugar Factory in Leland, a small town west of Spanish Fork. In the fall he worked making sugar as a sugar boiler. And in the summer he would deliver 100 lb sacks of sugar to all the stores as far south as Delta. 

The family enjoyed working together raising chickens, pigs and a big garden. 

Tom loved to hunt and fish. He took the family to the mountains and streams. They would go camping and enjoyed the outdoors. 

Tom's brother, Walt, had a sheep herd up Provo Canyon in Bear Canyon. He stayed in a cabin half way up the mountain side. Tom would take his family up to visit and would give a whistle (the Woffindens had a special whistle) at the bottom of the mountain. Walt would bring the horses down, Myrtle would get up on the horse and Leo would hold onto the tail. Up the side hill they would go to visit for the day. 

Tom loved to sing and enjoyed anyone with a tenor voice. 

When the Sugar Factory Closed the family moved back to Lehi and Tom worked at the West Jordan Factory and Garland Ut. and up in Idaho. Tom worked until he was 65 even though he was not well. 

He retired at 65 and shortly after suffered a stroke and died on July 28, 1957. He was buried in Lehi City Cemetery. 

He was a quiet, gentle man and was loved by everyone. 

