Mary Woffinden

JOSEPH was born 5 March 1775 in Sandal Magna, Yorkshire, England. He married Anne Mitchell of Crofton Magna, Yorkshire, about 1803. She was the daughter of Jonas and Ann Mitchell, Joseph and Ann were the parents of ten children --John, Elizabeth, MARY, William, James, Joseph, Richard, Thomas, George, and Edward. The family lived at Crofton for some time and all the children were born there. Joseph and Anne later moved to Heath Commons where he died 5 September 1855 at the age of 80 years. He was buried at Kirkythorpe Church. Anne died 12 March 1868 at Doncaster and was buried at Christ Church in that town.

MARY WOFFINDEN was raised in a family of boys, since her only sister died at three years of age when Mary was only a few months old. She was the mother of JOHN WOFFINDEN, who was born 10 December 1829 at Wakefield, Yorkshire, His father was Joshua Marsden of Winterset. Mary and her son moved to Heath when he was a week old and he spent the first 11 years of his life there. He spent the next three years in Halifax, where he lived with his uncle, William Woffinden, and then he returned to Heath. In 1844 he was apprenticed to William Walshaw, a corn miller at Purston, Iglin. ("Corn" in England refers to nearly all grains. What Americans call corn is called maize).

John's mother, Mary, went to Wakefield, where she was a household servant at the Talbot and Falcon Inn. She married Francis Mountain, an ostler at the inn. He had been married before to Mary Thackeray and was the father of six children. He and Mary were the parents of three more children, Jane, Elizabeth, Frances, Ann, and Francis. Mary died in childbirth 27 May 1842 at the age of 33. Her husband later remarried and moved to Ripon where he died 29 October 1878 at age 80 and was buried at Woodhouse Cemetery, Leeds, Yorkshire.

Mary Woffinden was born April 28, 1809 in Croften, Yorkshire. England. She was the daughter of Joseph and Ann Mitchell Woffinden. Her Grandparents were Richard and Mary Oxley Woofinden or Woffindale, and Jonus Mitchell and Ann.

Mary was raised in a family of boys. Her only sister died at the age of three when Mary was only a few months old. Mary’s sister’s name was Elizabeth born July 231806. John was christened May 26, 1804, William born August 3, 1811, James born February 4, 1814. Joseph born July 23, 1817, Richard born January 17, 1820, Thomas born September 12, 1822, George born November 12, 1824 and Edward was born November 18, 1827.

When Mary was about 20 years old , the story is told that Mary went to work as a maid for the Queen of England. A man by the name of Joshua Marsden was a butler there and the two of them fell in love. Joshua and Mary had a child together but never married. Joshua felt that Mary was below his station in society and would not marry her. Baby John went to live with his Uncle William and later he lived with his Grandparents, Joseph and Ann.

Mary went to Wakefield where she was a household servant at the Talbot and Falcon Inn. She met and married Francis Mountain, an ostler at the Inn. He had been married before and was the father of six children. Francis and Mary had three children, Elizabeth Jane, Frances Ann, and Francis. Mary died in childbirth May 27, 1842 when Francis was born, at the age of 33. Baby Francis died too.

