History of William Yates

I was born in the Parish of Southstoke, Sommersetshire England on Oct. 2 1830, the son of William and Hannah House Yates. I was baptized by William hoff, May 10 1849 and confirmed by Abraham Marchael on the same day. My father was baptized and confirmed that same day. My mother and two sisters, Mary Ann and Louisa were baptized the following week.

On Jan. 31 1853 I was ordained an elder and was annointed yo labour in the Wilshire Conference. I laboured there for 4 years. The saints were good to me and took care of my needs. Piece and good feelings pervailed and quiet a number were baptized into the church.

On Feb 7 1861 I wrote to Liverpool to ask President Cannon' s permission to migrate to Utah. On Saturday Apr. 20,1861 I went to board the ship "UNDERWRITER" to sail for New York City. My ticker read "The person named in the margin here of shall be provided with a steerage in the ship Underwritter with not less than 10 cubic feet for luggage for each adult and shall be victualled during the voyage, and at the time of actention at any place before it's termination according to the subjoined scale, including Government dues before embarcation and head-money if any at the place of landing and every other charge except for excess of luggage beyond the quantity above specified, in addition to any provisions which the passengers may themselves bring. The following quantities, at least, three and one half pounds of bread or biscuit, one pound of flour, one and a half of peas, one and a quarter pounds of beef, one pound of pork and two pounds of potatoes, one ounce of tea, one pound of sugar, one half ounce mustard, quarter once of pepper, two ounces of salt, one gill of vinegar, utensils and bedding to be provided by the passenger.

There were 520 saints on board, they were on the water 29 days and arrived in New York City May 22 1861.

I had married Sarah Nobes before leaving Liverpool. She died Jan 14 1884 and I married Betsy Vance on Oct 16 1864 and was sealed to her Feb. 17 1865 and on Jan 11 1868 I was sealed to Martha Mary Ann Peck, in Salt Lake City by Wilford Woodruff.

After our arrival in New York we traveled on to Chicago. Provisions were very cheap here but we found quite a bitter spirit against Mormonism, much more than anything we had seen before. We traveled by train to Quincy, butter was 8 cents a pound, beef was 3 cents a pound and eggs were 5 cents a doz.

We left Quincy on a steam boat on the Mississippi River to Hannibal, from there to St-Joseph and on up the Missouri River to Florence. They had traveled 1699 miles in 9 days.

About the 1 Of July the teams came from the valley, about two 200 wagons. I helped to organize the emigration and then drove an oz team all the way to the valley. On the way I was very sick for about two weeks. Traveling on the plains isn't the most convenient place to be sick. But the people were very kind to me. We traveled in the Joseph W Young company, consisting of 80 wagons. Orson Pratt and Erastus Snow traveled with our company for about two weeks.

We arrived in Salt Lake City in Sept. 1801. Our journey across the plains ended after 1030 miles in a little over 10 weeks.

We settled in Lehi Utah. On Dec 3 1886 the U S Marshall, Frank Dyer, and 7 duputies made a raid On Lehi arresting quite a few men on the charge of unlawful cohabitation. I was at the time quarantined with Diptheria and could not be taken with them, but promised the Marshall that as soon as I was well I would turn myself in. I was bound over to apear before the Grand Jury at Provo Utah on Feb 23 1887. My bond was set at 1500 hundred dollars. Bishop Cutler and R K Thomas sent my bond. On Oct.13 Judge Henderson sentenced me to 6 mo in the Penitentiary and a 50 dollar fine. After I had been there a week I was asigned to work in the dining room. My living quarters were much better here. I worked here for 5 months and was then released because of good behavior, this was Mar 13 1888.

William Yates was the father of 23 children and left behind a proud and grateful posterity.

William Yates Died June 1 1901.

